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rightly states that the student should not rest until he has been given 
an opportunity of feeling each of these pulse types. 

In testing for synchronism in the two pulses, as pointed out in Chap¬ 
ter VL, the author advises the use of the one-hand method on account 
of the different delicacy of touch usually possessed by the two hands. 
In this method the patient’s hands are crossed in front of him so that 
“ the right wrist is nearest to his chest and the left wrist immediately 
in front of the right, and therefore nearest to the observer. The latter 
now grasps both wrists under his right hand, the left wrist fitting in 
between the thumb and index, whilst the three remaining fingers reach 
over the radial border of the right arm.” The fixation of the two 
wrists is thus managed by the thumb and the ring and little fingers, 
whilst the index and middle fingers are used to find the two pulses. 

Chapter VII. considers the subject of “ Capillary Pulsation,” for the 
determination of which the author advises the following methods: 

1. The “ tache ” method. 

2. The “ lip ” method. 

3. The “ nail ” method. 

These various methods are fully described, the author appreciating 
the value of capillary pulsation as a sign of aortic regurgitation in 
cases where the diagnosis would otherwise remain doubtfuT. 

In Chapter VIII. the subject of “ Venous Pulsation ” is briefly, but 
instructively, studied. 

The book possesses no index, but each chapter is subdivided into 
short paragraphs with special headings, so that an index is rendered 
unnecessary. There is also a full “ Table of Contents,” and the author 
has appended a glossary of terms, both English and Latin, which are 
connected with the nomenclature of the subject treated of. T. G. A. 


Hospitals and Asylums of the World: Their Origin, History, 
Construction, Administration, Management, and Legislation . 
By Henry C. Burdett. Volumes I. and II.: Asylums—History and 
Administration; Asylum Construction, with Plans and Bibliography. 
London: J. & A. Churchill, 1891. 

The first two volumes of this splendid work form a most important 
contribution to the literature of hospitals and asylums. The ample ex¬ 
perience and wide research of the author are well shown in his thorough 
treatment of the subject in hand. Incidentally, much that is of interest 
to the student of sociology and philanthropy is embodied in the first 
volume, in which the evolution of the treatment of insane patients is de¬ 
scribed. Here, as so often, modem science has been anticipated by 
ancient wisdom, and the humane and temperate treatment of insane per¬ 
sons which a knowledge of the pathology of insanity has brought about, 
is shown to be but a return to the earlier method, in vogue before 
religious superstition introduced the terrible belief in demoniac posses¬ 
sion. The narration of the cruelties of this period is a portion of the 
history of the Inquisition, and more need not be said to suggest its 
horrors. 
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The succeeding portion of these volumes is of the greatest value to those 
who have to do with hospitals and asylums. Their management is given 
with such clearness and thorough knowledge of detail that a mine of infor¬ 
mation is placed before the reader. Full justice has been done to Ameri¬ 
can institutions, and credit is given to American alienists, many of whom 
are in the front rank in the originality and careful study of their admin- 

'^Ttm'publishers have done ample justice to the subject-matter, and 
illustrations are abundantly and well furnished. 

We shall welcome the succeeding volumes of this valuable work with 
interest and pleasure. "■ L ' U ' 


The Fiee Protection or Hospitals foe the Incane. By L. H. Pbisce. 
M.D., Resident Physician “ Bellevue Place," Batavia, Ill, etc. Chicago: 
C. H. Blakeley & Co., 1891. 


When we learn from Dr. Prince’s book that in the twenty years prior 
to its publication 241 insane patients lost their lives in fires in insane 
hospitals, we appreciate better the need for such instruction in this 
branch of hospital administration. No one who has not been a hos¬ 
pital official can appreciate the dread of fire which forms a considerable 
part of his weight of care. . 

1 jj c fo re entering his medical career, Dr. Prince had ample opportunity 
to learn practically the best methods of fire service. He has given us 
the benefit of practical knowledge, in a clear and methodical manner. 
The choice of appliances, the best methods of hospital construction and 
administration, and the organization and instruction of officials in hre 

drills are clearly stated. , , _ 

No hospital or asylum • should be without the book, and none can 
honestly neglect to follow its teaching. *'• r. V. 


A Teeatise os Bbight’s Disease of the Kidsevs: its Pathology, 
Diagnosis, asd Teeatmest, with Chapters os the Anatomy of 
the Kidney, Albominobia, and the Ijbinaey Seceetion. By 
Hesby B. Millabd, M.A, M.D., Fellow of the Academy of Medicine 
of New York, and of the American Academy of Medicine; Foreign Cor¬ 
responding Member of the Academy of Medicine of Paris, of the Royal 
Academy of Medicine of Rome, of the Verein Deutscher Aerate of Prague, 
of the SociCtc d’Hydrologie Medicale ot Paris; Honorary Member of the 
Soci«t« Anatomique of Paris, etc. With numerous original illustrations. 
Third edition, revised and enlarged. New York: Wm. Wood & Co., 1892. 


This, the third, edition of the author’s book is rendered necessary by 
the many new facts that have been discovered, and the changes that 
opinion has undergone upon various points since the appearance ot its 
J- The arrangement is nearly the same as that ot the two 


